
1 

 

 
CHURCHES TOGETHER 

IN HARDWICK and WEEDON 
 

St. Mary’s Parish Church 
Weedon Methodist Chapel 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
July/August 2026 

 
Parish Magazine and Village Newsletter 



2 

 

Dear Friends, 
 
Currently, there is a really interesting series on Radio 3 called Key 
Changes which is tracing a thousand years of European classical  
music history. The thing that is most appealing is how they take an 
incident and weave the story of music from that particular occurrence. 
The first begins with a monumental event in 1026 of which, I would 
suspect, most of us are blissfully unaware. In Italy a monk called  
Guido is the first European said to have invented the stave (the lines 
on which music is written) and in so doing he causes a musical  
revolution. Music can now be written down and shared and no longer 
needs to be stored in the memory. Later programmes take you to 
some well-known events such as the invention of the printing press, 
while others trace the beginnings of certain styles of music. So you 
find yourself at a Medici wedding in Florence for the first true opera, or 
the court of Louis XIV of France and the beginnings of ballet with the 
so-called dancing King. It is a really interesting blend of history and 
music presided by a musicologist and a roster of eminent historians - 
all previous episodes are available on BBC Sounds. 
 
Two programmes that were of particular interest related to significant 
changes in the nature of Church music, starting at the Diet of Worms 
in Germany in 1521. This imperial assembly was presided over by the 
Holy Roman Emperor Charles V who had summoned Martin Luther to 
come and give account of his ideas – or rather “heretical” writings 
against Catholic doctrines. It did not go well. Luther went on the  
offensive, various accusations were made, and in the end Luther was 
spirited away and excommunicated from the Catholic Church. In 
many ways the Diet of Worms marks the point when Protestantism 
moves from being a protest movement to something independent. 
There are many books written about these times and historians and 
theologians continue to mull their significance. What we often forget is 
that the great German reformer is also someone who profoundly 
changed the nature and shape of music, the so-called Lutheran  
chorale. Now you may be scratching your head at this point and  
wondering what on earth it is that I am talking about. Luther‟s ideas 
were taken on and improved by Johann Sebastian Bach 150 years 
later and in effect laid the foundation for hymns as we now know 
them. Luther wanted people to sing not in Latin but in their own  
language, the vernacular, and so he enabled congregational  
participation.  In many hymn books you will find an English version of 
Luther‟s hymn Ein feste Burg ist unser Gott (A safe stronghold our 
God) for which he wrote both words and music. We rarely sing this 
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hymn but it remains published because of its historical significance.    
Luther wanted simple language with good music -  and so evolved the 
four-part harmony that was the backbone of most Protestant church  
music until relatively recently when worship songs emerged. Luther  
promoted theological wisdom, words which encouraged and informed 
ordinary folk to deepen their reflections on the nature of God and the 
church. 
 
The following week‟s Key Changes episode jumped forward to 1527 with 
the so-called Sack of Rome when Lutheran mercenaries in the army of 
Charles V, the Holy Roman Emperor, ran rampage through the streets of 
Rome causing the then Pope, Clement VII, to flee for his life. To cut a 
long story short, Clement saw the need to start a period of reflection,  
reinvention and reform culminating in something called the Council of 
Trent which is the longest church meeting in history as it lasted for 18 
years!! It was not in perpetual session I need to say. More than a decade 
into their deliberations the Catholic hierarchy finally turned their attention 
to music and questions about what was appropriate music to be heard in 
Catholic churches. There were big debates about polyphony, a musical 
style that combines two or more independent, simultaneous melodies 
that harmonize with each other and whether this was acceptable or 
whether the church should return to chanting and remove the decadence 
of harmony. An Italian composer called Palestrina was a vital voice in 
supporting polyphony but within reasonable bounds. This music became 
a soundtrack for the so-called Counter- Reformation. It has a sumptuous 
beauty but tries to hold onto the Council‟s recommendation the most im-
portant part of music was that it should be clearly enunciated so that 
everybody could hear and understand what was being sung. Or, as a 
way of communicating the gospel message to ordinary people. 
 
Which brings us to the present and the idea that a hymn book is a good 
spiritual companion. Reading the words of a hymn every day and  
reflecting on its significance is a fantastic spiritual exercise. Then there 
are the glories of music and how it can lift our hearts and have a  
phenomenal impact. And with this, the idea it is a gift from God, a grace 
which some would argue gives us a full taste of what the heavenly  
kingdom might be like. 
 
Is now a time for us to seek out words and music that might inspire our 
own journey and bring us closer to the God who brought us to be? 
 

Blessings, 
 

Richard 
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Deadline for September Magazine 

End of Wednesday August 19th  

TUESDAY CLUB WEEDON 
 

Tuesday July 14th at 8 pm  
 in Weedon Old Schoolroom   

 

         “THE THIRD LONDON AIRPORT - It could have happened!” 
                                    A talk by Mr J Flewin. 

Tuesday 11th August at 10.30am      

    COFFEE MORNING AT WHITE COTTAGE, EAST END 
Delicious cakes, coffee and tea. Bring and Buy Sale and Raffle. In aid of 

Florence Nightingale Hospice.  

         
We look forward to seeing you. 

Please contact Judy Nagele on 01296 641278   
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New wildlife installation in Weedon 
 
After months of planning and 
organisation, Weedon Wildlife  
Conservation Group (Wild 
Weedon) unveiled its brand 
new pond wildlife information 
board. 
 
The event was held by the  
village pond on Stockaway. 
 
The initiative aims to encourage 
the many villagers and visitors 
passing down Stockaway to 
take time-out and explore the 
flora and fauna around the 
pond, which has been a feature 
of the area for centuries. The 
board details some of the  
history of the area, as well as 
information on some of the many species of wildlife that frequent the 
pond, from ducks to  
dragonflies.  
 
Weedon Wildlife Conservation Group, known as “Wild Weedon” was 
formed by Weedon Parish Council in conjunction with BBOWT in 
2021. Its initial aims have been to engage interest in wildlife  
conservation through a series of activities, including:  
  
Workshops for building bird boxes / hedgehog boxes,  
Wildlife trails at various times of the year,  
Specialist talks and presentations  
Engagement in a „citizen science‟ project with the River Thame  
Conservation Trust.  
Planting disease-resistant elm trees in various locations around the 
village, notably a group of five in the field behind the Methodist  
chapel. 
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               50:50 WINNERS!! 

1st - Ed Davies 

2nd - Dave Rose 

3rd – Brenda Horner 

June 

1st - Jackie Brett 

2nd –Jo Hodges 

3rd - Dave and Carol Heasman 
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Hardwick Open Gardens 30th May 

On a warm and sunny Saturday afternoon, nine residents of Hardwick Village  
kindly opened their gardens to neighbours and visitors to raise funds for      
Florence Nightingale Hospice Charity.   

Tea and cakes were served in the rejuvenated gardens of Hardwick Place 
thanks to the new owner Susanna. 

Louise Davis organised a “Fill your Boots and Shoes with Plants”competition 
with many imaginative entries displayed at The Maltings. 

A good time was had by all and a record amount of £1112 was raised. 

Many thanks to all those who contributed. 

Gill and Louise 
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The weather has gone mad! We‟ve had a very dry Spring and 
then  a bit of a heat wave and of course the odd thunderstorm -  
all of which wildlife has to take in its stride.  The dry weather 
seems to have had a knock on impact with many summer visi-
tors arriving later than usual and the Swallows in my garage 
have been late with their first brood.  Barn Owls seem to have 
been struggling to find voles so many have delayed laying and 
the Bucks Owl and Raptor Group have found very few of their 
boxes with young or eggs.  Barn Owls are clever though and will 
keep their options for a late brood open until well into the  
summer. 
 
Another good indicator for the general state of wildlife is the  
Butterfly population. These too have been struggling in recent 
years, but hopefully have turned the corner with more wildlife 
friendly gardens to explore.  Our Wildlife Friendly Garden  
Challenge has taken off so why not join in with the Big Butterfly 
Count at any time from 18 Jul to 8 Aug and show how things are 
(hopefully) improving. It‟s a really useful piece of citizen science 
and easy to enter counts on line.  Look at: https://
bigbutterflycount.butterfly-conservation.org/ for more details. 
 
We had a really interesting visit to Manor Farm, Chearsley  
recently and if you‟ve any ideas for Wild Weedon projects in the 
coming months just contact us at contact@wildweedon.org.uk. 

Wild Weedon 

 
The Weedon Wildlife Group 
aims to protect and promote 
wildlife in and around Weedon 
and Hardwick 

 



27 

 



28 

 



29 

 



30 

 

  

 

Louise Davis Catering 
 

QUALITY HOME COOKED FOOD      

FOR ALL OCCASIONS 
 

Tel:  07979 578055 
E: louise.d.1@hotmail.co.uk 

 



31 

 



32 

 

 

Jeremy Holden 

Carpet Services 

 

 All types of carpet and vinyl flooring 
 supplied and fitted  

Excellent quality carpet supplied 
Fitting only service  

Dry Carpet Cleaning  
Very competitive prices  

Adaptations, Repairs and Alterations 
 

30 years’ experience 
 

Our dry-cleaning system leaves carpets  
clean, dry and fresh instantly 

No job too small 
advice and quotes freely given 

 

Why pay shop prices? 

 

Tel:  01296 711 879   Mobile: 07721 421 608 
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